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Znaviry  re»ptcting  ReUgiou$  Avsuk- 
en:rtg«, 

WE  reprobate  and  pity  the 
heal!  en,  who  deily  the 
works  of  man’s  dev'ce,  and’  )  et  re¬ 
fuse  to  open  our  eyes  and  receive 
wisdom  from  the  full  blaze  of  Gos¬ 
pel  light  which  environs  us.  In 
the  scriptures  the  doctiines  of  God 
are  be  tore  us  in  Golden  capitals,  but 
alas,  we  are  prone  to  overlook  their 
combined  i  inpoit,  and  entertain  con¬ 
ceptions  of  the  most  material  points 
which  are  essentially  defective. 

/ 

No  small  proportion  of  what  is 
called  the  Christian  world,  and  in¬ 
deed  of  those  w  ho  verbally  acknowl- 
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edge  the  divine  authenticity  of  the 
scriptures,  are,  nevertheless,  disaf¬ 
fected  with  humiliating  truths,  and 
opposed  to  that  econcniy,  the  Lord 
has  manifestly  adopted,  and  is  pur¬ 
suing  in  the  salvation  of  smners. 

This  class  of  nominal  believers 
has  but  a  very  indifferent  opinion  of 
what  is  called  expetimcntal  reii- 
nion.  Religious  awakenings,  which 
of  late  have  been  very  freequent,  in 
different  parts  of  the  enlightened 
W'oa’ld,  they  deem  the  result  cf  a 
heated  imagination,  ratl.er  then  the 
fruit  of  a  special  operation  of  tiie  ci 
^ne  spirit.  Men  of  this  descrip¬ 
tion,  at  least  nmny  of  them,  would 
fain  be  considered  too  philosophical 
to  condescend .  to  nctlccs,  which 


they  view  fit  only  for  the 
tlie  timid  and  the  irresolute4 

Thbt  consider  religion  as  a  good 
thing  in  society,  and  i.-  they  are  hoiv* 
cst  in  ti.eir  dealings,  and  ger.erady 
decent  in  their  mani.eia,  tl.ev  shall 
unquestionably  receive  at  last  the 
reward  of  tl»e  faitliful.  1  he  iact  iSf 
there  is  a  serious  division  of  senti¬ 
ment  in  the  Chiistian  woild,.  Not 
a  division  about  modes  and  fermst 
not  a  division,  w  hich  exists  Letw  een 
sectaries,but  adivi  icn  abort  a  mattot* 
of  experience.  The  pcip.t  contest¬ 
ed  is,  whether  awakenings,  ccnsist- 
ing  in  what  is  lern  ed  conviction 
and  conversion,  arc  a  solen  r  reality, 
and  an  evident  fiuit  of  divine  ii.fiu- 
ence.  home  of  almost  all  derenJ- 
nations  of  Chiistians  aie  upn  p  cre 
side  of  this  question,  and  sen.e  upca 
the  other.  Itisamattei  cxticn  ely 
desii'able  to  be  correct  upc-n  tf  is « ob¬ 
ject.  To  aferibe  that  to  Cod  which 
is  fanciful  or  hypcciitical  n'ust  be 
an  aw  fnl  tffrontiy  against  his  holy 
majesty  ;  and  cn  the  nl  ei  banc  to 
be  found  fighters  against  God,  is 
that,  at  which  we  u.u^t  xecoil.  ii  we 
have  the  least  sensilility  respecting 
our  future  and  cicinal  safety. 

To  silence  the  gainsayer  vf bo  is 
wont  to  speak  evil,  may  never  be  ex- 
pccteds  o  long  as  sinlu)  mines  arc  un- 
lestrained;  and  vettobrirg  the  mat- 
•er  to  the  tc.’^t,  so  as  to  form  acor- 
opinion  is  by  no  lucens  beyexw 
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hat  we  may  anticipate  in*  the  re¬ 
search. 

That  there  may  be,  and  in  fact 
are  counterfeits  of  that  which  is  re¬ 
al,  w  e  know  to  be  a  truth  general¬ 
ly.  The  best  things  arc  resembled 
^by  false  appearances,  and  some- 
limes  the  similitude  approaches  so 
^nearly  to  the  tiling  represented  as 
to  require  very  nice  inspection  to 
discover  the  falacy. 

'But  whether  aw^aliings  are  a  work 
of  C'^od,  or  the  mere  fruit  of  accident 
or  passion  is  capable  of  a  certain  and 
infallible  decision.  To  guide  and 
settle  our  minds  upon  this  pc.int  we  j 
have  two  sources  from  which  to 
draw  our  conclusions,  viz.  God’s  un¬ 
erring  word,  and  facts  which  arc 
continually  transpiiing  under  his 
governing  providence. 

'  T HE  perfect  coincidence  between 
scripture  and  fact  is  a  basis  on  which 
we  may  found  our  judgment  w  ith 
little  liability  of  being.under  the  ne¬ 
cessity  of  changing  our  sentiments 
ih  future.  That  conviction  and  con¬ 
version,  or  the  awakings  of  the  pre¬ 
sent  day,  which  take  place  in  view 
of  the  truth,  as  it  is  in  Jesus,  of 

which  we  have  so  manv  accounts  in 
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our  religious  ritisccllanies  are  the 
work  of  Cod,  will  obviously  appear 
fhem  scripture,  from  the  analogy  of 
what  passes  oefore  us  in  the  natural  | 
world  and  from  the  fruits  of  such  a- 
wakenings.  If  awakeningo  are  not 
corsesponderu  with  God’s  word,  or 
if  they  were  unlike  God  as  he  shows 
himself  in  his  providence,  or  if  they 
w  ere  attended  with  no  salutary  ef¬ 
fects  as  respects  church  and  soci-' 
et/,  then  we  might  well  suppose, 
they'  are  from  an  impure  source. 
But  if  they  have  the  weight  of  ar¬ 
gument  in  their  ftivor,  if  they  arc 
evidenced  nhiiosophically  and  from 
feet,  as  well  as  from  scripture  tesli- 
iLony,  ilien  iht  candid  mind  will  bc 


under  the  necessity  of  ascribing 
them  to  God. 

The  scriptures  arc  by  no  means 
silent  on  the  sul)iect  of  awakenings. 
Tliey  abound  with  accounts  of  real 
conversion  to  God,  which '.vas  pre. 
ceded  by  awakenings,  and  .a  rfe*ep 
sense  of  the  ruins  of  sin.  This  waj 
strikingly  true  with  the  three  thoiis. 
and  Jews,  which  were  converted  on 
the  day  of  Pentacost.  On  hcaririg 
the  truth  as  it  is  in  Christ  they  were 
pricked  to  the  heart.  These  were 
Jews  who  had  been  reputed  serious, 
tliough  not  truly  religious.  They 
had  been  devout  men,  and  yet  mis¬ 
taken  in  their  worship.  It  pleased 
God,  through  the  instrumentality  cf 
Peter  to  discover  to  them  their  guiL* 
and  danger  ;  which  was  ho  sooner 
done  than  they  cried  out  men  and 
brethren  what  shall  w-e  do  ?  They 
w  ere  directed  to  repent  and  believe 
on  the  Loi'd  Jesus,  and  the  same  day 
they  were  joined  to  his  kingdom. 
The  account  given  us  of  the  Jai’e: 
shews  us  that  he  was  convicted  of 
his  own  ruined  slate  by  natur!. 
threw  n  into  distress  about  his  sou!, 
and  through  grace  found  peace 
believing.  It  is  true  CiOd  has  nc: 
in  every,  nor  indeed  in  most,  ir- 
stances,  left  on  record  the  particn!:.: 
exercises  of  tliose,  w  ho  nmci  c  con* 
verted,  while  under  conviction. 
The  Apostles  however  in  address¬ 
ing  the  churches  of  Christ  frequently 
made  mention  of  tlieir  former  state 
of  moral  death  and  ru’m  and  coir* 
pares  it  with  their  state  of  life  and 
union  w  ith  Christ,  w'hich  clearly  irr.* 
plied  a'yakening,  conviction  of  sin 
and  conversion  to  God. 

Paul  gives  us  the  partienlar  ex¬ 
ercises  of  his  mind  from  first  to  lai- 
He  tells  w'hat  wcmc  his  views  while  * 
stupid  Pharisee,  what  they  wen 
when  made  acquainted  with  his  ov 
heart,  and  what  after  I  is  conversion 
The  change  It  experienced  he 


Enquiry^  ifc, 


litbuted  to  the  special  grace  of  God,  I  limited  duration,  and  are  succeeae  d 
as  he  expressly  declares  ;  Gal.  i-  by  declension  in  zeal  and  fervency  ; 
1  7.  But  when  it  pleased  God  who  but  on  t/iis  account,  is  our  belief  that 
separcUed  me  from  my  mother's  tliey  arc  rea'ly  from  God  to  be 
Vomb  and  called  me  by  iun  grace.  weakened  I  Are  we  to  conceive  of 
&c,”  Scripture  representation  pci-  religious  revivals  to  be  mere^ 
fectly  corre^ponds  with  the  reli-  ly  the  fruit  of  human  efFoit  or 
gious  awakenings  wlach  are  so  a-  1  weakness,  when  God  instructs  us  in 
bundant  in  these  days.  But  it  is  J  his  word  and  by  analog);  tells  us 


not  to  be  supposed  that  this  will  be  '!  what  they  resemble  ?  In  the  Psalm 
satisfactory  to  those  who  have  been  I  72  it  is  said,  that  he,  that  is 
in  the  habit  of  representing  awaken-  |  Christ,  “  shall  come  down  lire  rain 
ings  as  visionary  and  unworth  y  ofbe-  I  upon  the  mown  grass,  and  like 
ingascribed toGod.  Thi^y  would  sup-  I  sliowers  that  water  the  earth.'*' 
pose,  that  religion  is  acquii*ed  bv  the  "I  here  can  be  no  l  eference  in  this 
gradual  adoption  of  what  they  would  passage  to  Christas  becoming  incar- 
call  virtuous  habits,  that  it  is  gain-  nate,  nor  to  his  second  appearance 
ed  without  any  special  aw  akening  {  in  the  cloud  of  heaven.  The  v  erds 
and  conviction  of  our  own  sinfulness  j  by  no  means  apply  to  either  of  these 
bv  nature,  and  that  those  wlio  think  j  appeaK.nces  of  the  Messiah,  but  to 


differently  from  them  are  somehow 
misled  by  false  appearances,  or,  a 
wrong  association  of  ideas  on  the 
subject. 

It  is  incumbent  to  show  in  reply 
to  objections^of  this  nature,  that  the 
work  of  Go<l,  w'hich  consists  in  con- 


the  reviving  ujfluences  of  his  grace. 
Christ  is  the  cause  ot  all  religious  a- 
wakenings,  and' when  he  is  pleased 
to  make  his  gracious  descent,  it  it 
like  rain  and*  showers  of  rain.  It. is  ' 
necessary  to  keep  in  mind  this  fign-  - 
raiive  representation,  for  it  is  fuH  of 
iiistimction  to  us  cn  a  matter  which 


victicn  and  conversion  is  as  philo-  lies  between  God  and  ourselves,  and 
sophically  tnie,  as  it  is  consonant  which  we  are  n*ost  deeply  inter-- 
with  scriptuic  representation.  It  is  ested.  And  how  is  it  with  rain  and 
often  said,  by  people  who  are  showers  ofrain  }  They  are  refresh- 

entitled  to  some  share  of  reputation  !  though  usunally  of  short  dura- 

for  decency  and  steadiness,  when  an  There  may  be  a  copious  shower 

awakening  takes  place,  that  no  good  1  ^he  space  of  afew  minutes.  After  - 

can  come  from  it,  but  evil,  iliat  after  ^be  heavens,  for  a  long  time,  have-  ^ 
a  little  while  it  v/ifi  all  l>e  gone,  the  as  bra-s,  and  tl^''  thirsty  / 

fire  will  die  away,  and  things  again  ground  parched*  w  ith  droughty  is  It 
tail  into  their.old  train.  They  con-  |  ^^ot  highly  gratifying  to  see  the 
ceive  such  religious  stirs  as  f  clouds  collect  and  dH^til  elon-- 
iTiore  usually  they  arc  ofsliortcon-  |  dance  of  waters!  And  is  not  thQ 
tinuance,  to  be  enthusiastic,  and  by  !  goodness  of  God  in  his  governing 
no  means  to  be  credited  as  effects  of  I  providence*,  in  this,  very  apparent  ?  * 
divine  operation.  and  would  it  not  argue  the  height  cf  ' 


Those  who  thus  feel  and  speak, 
w'ouM  do  well  to  exercise  peculiar 
catitum  lest  they  should,  umiwares, 
fail  into  condemnation. 

9 

It  is  admitted,  that  religious  a¬ 


i  ingratitude,  and  the  coiri|Jctf<i  Qe^- 
J  tiiiition  of  sensibility,  to  spo:^  w  i:!i 
I  with  ihU  common  gift  of  heaven, 
and  undervalue  it  as  of  no  use  t>e- 
I  cause  it  would  presenily  ce:'^e  n.ir- 
[  iug,  and  some  lime  or  other thr 
i  earth  l>c  dry  .igain.  We  might  as 


^ak^nings  arc  .generally  of  very  .  as  well  reply  against  Ccvl  in  hfi 
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comnoa  proviiicajc,  because  the 
shovTsiP^?  of  ilia  bounty  do  not 
^ntsuntly  fia\y  as  a.^amst  revival^ 
of  relig^^oq  because  lliey  arc  of 
limited  duration.  Relijjfioiis  a- 
wakeninjjs  are  evidently  liKe  God 
as  ne  is  sdesvin^  iiimseif  in  the  ujo- 
TernmotU  of  tne  natural  wond.  Af¬ 
ter  a  severe  droUkj.it,  wo  very  weit 
know  t!io  etTocts  of  plentiful  rain  on 
the  earth.  <U  causes  tiie  witnered 
plants  to  revive.  It  nouris  hes  eve¬ 
ry  ;reen  thin‘>^tliat  hath  life..  .  Ex¬ 
actly  simiiar  it  is  with  the  showers 
of  Go  Vs  •  ^Jrace  in  the  I'evival  of  his 
■work.  The  people  qf  God  in  w  horn 
is  some  pemaincler  of  s;airituAl  life, 
give  tiie  first  si.:jns  of  I'ofreshment 

from  him.*  Tnis  is  manifested  by 

«  0 

ao  uncommon  union  and  ardor  in 
the  duty  of,  prayer.  ;  After  a  re¬ 
freshing  rain,  we  observe  not  only 
the  old  plants  instantly,  assume i  a 
iiV>re  beautiful  appearance,  but  new 
QT\es  here;  and  there  shoot  up  and 
promise.a  richer  harvest.  :  So  it  is 
in  seasons  of  religious .  awakening, 
the  vineyard  of  the  Lord  is  enrich¬ 
ed  with -heavenly  dew,  and  new. 
born  sons  and  daughters  make  glad 
the  city  qf  our  God.  In  seasons  like 
thb  the  church  of  Christ  being  en¬ 
larged,  puts  on  her  beavtiful  attire  ; 
and  thoogh  a  spdritual  drought  may 
succeed,  .yet  these  new  plants  will 
never  loose  all  theif  .  life...  p  . God 
will  not  utterly  discontinue  to  water 
them,  they.. will  be  nourished  and 
made  to  bear  fruit,  same  thirty, 
sUty  and  an  hundred  fold. 

;  4  .  *  '.  • 

I?c  the  showers  of  rain  Gcd  shows 
}i\%  sovereignty.  He  who  gives  not 
account  of  his  matters,  he  goes 
where  he  pleases  with  the  clouds. 
He  rains  on  one  city  and  passes  byan- 
Other.  After  the  same  manner  it  is 
with  the  showers  of  his  grace.  In 
>hcse  he  proves  his  right  to  do  what 
he.  will  with  owuc.  For  showers 
qT  rain  to  water  the  earth  we  are  ab- 
{u^ly  dep::ndeiit|  and  to  we  arc 


for  the  influences  of  the  divine  spir¬ 
it.  Tue  work  of  awakening  and  re¬ 
newing  men,  is  not  elFcctecl  by  hu¬ 
man  endeavors.  It  is  made  our  du¬ 
ty  to  use  means,  but  sa  vation  is 
wholly  of  tiie  Lord.  -  Il  is  obvious 
hence,  that  religious  awakening 
'vitn  Mhich.so  many  places  are  fa¬ 
vored,  bear  the  strictest  analogy  to 
tue  events  which  arc  taking  place 
under  divine  providence,  and  from 
tue  fruits  resulting  are  evidently  to 
be  ascidbed  to  God; 

Let  it  be  recollected  and  borne  in 
niiml,  that  the  common  objection 
raised  against  uwakeuingn,  that  they- 
*  will  soon  be  over  and.  gone,’  lies 
:  with  equal  force  against'  divine 
providence.  If  they  are  attended 
with  real  reformation  of  life,  if  in 
such  sersons  some  of  the  vile  are 
made  prayerful  and  humble  ;  if  the 
church  of  Christ  hereby  is  increas¬ 
ed  and  the  hands  of  the  faithful 
i  strengthened,  and  especially,  if  they 
are  according  to  unerring  inspiration, 
let  none  be  so. unwise  as  to  under- 
vrlqe  and  despise  the  richest  of  all 
blessit>g5,lest  haply  they  be  found  to 
fi^bt  against  God.  From  a  com’oin- 
.  ed  yiew  of  truth,/ as  God  is  revealing 
'  it,  nothing  can  be  more. evident,  than 
that  awakings  which  prevail  in  the 
light  of  truth,  are  the  effects  of  /  di- 
^  vine  operation  ;  .that  they  will  raul- 
tiply  we  have  every  reason  to  hope 
i;  and  believe,  and  that,  in  these  reviv- 
.  als  God  is  giving  us  .aix  earnest  of 
the  ushering  in  of  that  bright  and 
glorious  period  of  religious  pros- 
.  perity,  I  when  all  shall  know  the 
Lord  from  the  least  to  the  greatest- 
.  That  awakenings  might  be  multipli¬ 
ed  let  prayer  be  made.  Let  the 
petition  -  of  .Habakkuk  become  thq 
ardent  request  af  all  .  who  bow  the 
knee  to  the  God  of  all  grace*  O 
Lord  revive  the. work,  in  the  mindst 
of  the  years,  in  the  midst  of  the 
,  vears  make  known  and  in  wrath  re- 
me tnl>er  mercy .  ,  i  .  Jiirccn. 
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«  Jnd  immediately  the  Cock  crew.**  think,  “  Jt  were  better  fir  that  maht 

....  .  had  he  never  been  bom**  '  " 

There  is  no  person,  ho^vever  he  •  Portland  Gaketth. 

xna)' ‘be 'Sunk  in  the  depln oi  wick*  '■*  i 

edness,  that  at  all  times  ii  destitute  - > 

of  reflection.  There  certainiy  tu  e 

moments  ‘  when  the  most  abanuoa-  Sketch  of  the  character  of  a  Chhi^ 
ed  will  feel'  compunction  for  their  ion.' 

conduct  and  if  it  were  possible,  wish 

to  hide  themselves  fro.n  the  torment  The  true  Christian  feels 
of  tnein  own  consciences.— It  ap-  |  is  the  ouject  of. '  God^s  love,  a&4 
pears  that  Peter  was  awakened  to'  whilst  he  marks,  and  acknowledgf^ 
a  true  sense  Of  his  guilt,  by  the  strict  with  tnankigiving,'  his  own  daily  fxr 
fulfilment  of  -one’  of  our  Saviour's  perience  ot  it  in  the  providential 
prophecies  concerning  him'.  ’  “  /  care  of  his  heavenly  Father,  be  per* 
tell  thee  Peter,*  the  cock ‘shall  not  petuaUy  looks  with  heartfelt  rapt 
crow  this  day,  b^ore  them  shall  deny  ture,  gratitude,  and  adoration  to  the 
that  thou  knoweet.  me.**'  Notwith-  transcendant  display  of  it  in  tl»e 
standing  Peter's  protestation  of  ev-  redemption  «if  the -world  from- sin 
erlasting  fidelity,  yet  he  soon  found  and' misery,  by  the  gift  Of  h|s  onlp 
the  fallacy  of  his  arguments, '  and  Son,  •  Hence  the  love  of  God  aniy 
the  weakness  of  his  faith  for  he  mates  the  soul,  and  becomes  the  gev' 
was  tempted  by  a  fond  love  of  life  veiTiing  principle  of  all  his  actions  ; 
todeny  the  heavenly  rha  ter  whom  and  he  oemonrtrates  the  force  of  itt 
he  served.  And  immediately  ^vhile  '  by  love  to  all  liis '  fellow  creatures. 
he  was  yet  speaking  the  cock  crew.**  He  beholds  with  steadfast  eyes,  thp 


Sketch  of  the  character  of  a 


tan; 


The  true  Christian  feels 
is  the  Object  of. '  God^s  lore,  aniQ 
whilst  he  murks,  and  acknowledgf^ 
with  tiiankigiving,'  his  own  daily  fx? 
perience  o!  it  in  the  providential 
care  of  his  heavenly  f  ather,  he  per* 
peluaUy  looks  with  heart  felt  rapt 
ture,  gratitude,  and  adoration  to  the 
transcendant  display  of  it  in  tl^ 
redemption  of  the  world  from  sln 
and’ misery,  by  the  gift  of  h|s  onlyi 
Son,  Hence  the  love  of  God  anir 
mates  the  soul,  and  becomes  the  gov’  • 
verning  principle  of  all  ins  actions  ; 
and  heoemonstrates  the  force  of  itf 


Altho^  we  have  not  the  crowing  of 
the  cock  sounding  in  our  ears  for 
evwy  act  of  wickedness,  yet  we 
have  an  inward  monitor  *  which  will 
never  fail  to  reproach  us  with  every 
breach  of  duty,  and  with  every  act 
which  is  not  conformable  to  the  un¬ 
erring  line  of  uprightness. — This 
monitor  if  duly  heeded  will  be  the 
same  to  us  as  the  crowing  of  the 
cock  was  to  Peter.  ^  It  wdll  serve  to 
awakening  us  from  the  stupifying 
influence  of  sin,  bring  us  to  sincere 
repentance  for  the  past,  and  warn  us 
to  be  more  cautioas  for  time  to 
come.  I  do  not  suppose  there  is  a- 
ny  of  my  readers' w  lie  have  get  to  | 
such  a  height  of  wickeciness  as  to 
say,  they  are  not  reraimled  by  their 
inward  monitor  of  the  slightest 
transgression.  When  any  one 
grows  so  hardened  in  iniquity  tis  not 
to  feel  any  comiHinclion  for  repeat¬ 
ed  acts  of  wickedness,  theircase  is 


high  reward  of  glory  and  inimortaii- 
ty  with  Christ  ia  heaven,  promis-  • 
ed  to  faith  and  obedience ;  and  . 
whilst  he  knows  the  imperfection  of 
his  best  services,  and  wholly  re-‘ 
nounces  ah  reliance  upon  them,  as  * 
any  ground  of  claim  to  eternal  lifcf 
he  laDorsinccssantly  to  render  them 
more  perfect,  as  if  his  salvation 
solely  depended  upon  ti^e  success  of 
his  own  endeavor's.  He  therefore 
gives  aU  diligence  to  make  his  call¬ 
ing  and  election  sure,'*  ever  suiv- 
ng  to  add  to  kis  faitli  virtue,  and 
to  viutue  knowledge,  and  co  know- 
ledge  temperance,  rnd  to  temper:- 
aiKC  j>atienre,  and  to  patience  god-* 
iincss,  anti  to  godancss  taxHuerly 
kindness,  and  to  brotherly  kindness 
cl>aritv.**  Sensible  at  tiie  sana^ 
time,  that  all  spiritual  graces  are 
the  girt  of  God,  wiik>out  whose  as¬ 
sistance  he  is  unable  of  himscl/to 
will  or  to  do  any  thing  that  is  good. 


deaparute  iiulced  \  aud  1  should  '  he  prays  for  them  with  eamcsioess^ 

,  peruses  the  Sen^turss  with  dili- 


Sketch  of  the  (SfhrietMn  Ohcertreer. 


sion.  To  the  fatherless  ac  is  u  la¬ 
ther,  to  the  alllicted  a  comforter, 
and  as  far  as  his  means  allow,  a  mer¬ 
ciful  dispenser  of  the  bounties  of 
God  to-the  poor  and  needy.  That 
means  may  not  be  wuntinjj  for  this 
purpose,  he  considers  a  just  econo¬ 
my  to  be  a  duly  of  strict  obliga¬ 
tion. 


gjence,  and  hears  the  preaching  of 
tUc  word  With  deep  atteiiiipn,  hu  n- 
tily  beseeciiing.  God,  Tor  Christ’s 
sake,  to  eciighwen  liis understanding, 
and  purify  his  heart  by  the  power  of 
the  Holy  Spirit.  '  In  the  conformi¬ 
ty  of  his  life  to  that  of  his  Saviour, 
he  looks  fgr  iho  evidence  of  his 
^ith-in  Idui,  comparing  his  conduct 
With- the  precept^  in  thfc  New  Tes- 
taiceat,  and  with  the  es’ample  cf  his 
&vine  Master,  as  the  only  sure  test 
hy  ur  biefc  to  judge  of  that  confonni- 


Ie  the  Christian  a  husband  and  a 
filher  ?  he  reflects  upon  the  obliga¬ 
tions,  which  these  relations  imjxtse, 
and  studies  anxiously  to  discharge 
tbetn  with  fidelity.  His  niarriage 
vow,  to  love  and  cherish”  the  part¬ 
ner  whom'  God  has  assigned  to  him 
is  ever  present  to  his  thoughts. 
He  appropriates  and  applies  to' liit 
situation,  the  aposd'lic  injunction^ 
“  Bear  ve  one  another’s  buithens, 
ar^  so  fulfil  t!ie  law  cf  Christ/^  and 
he  exemplifies  the  doctrine  con¬ 
veyed  in  it,  by  the  invariaWe  kind¬ 
ness  of  his  own  demeanor.  As  a 
father,  he  deems  it  his  first  duty  to 
train  up  his  children  in  the  know^ 
ledge  and  fear  of  the  Loixi.  He  is 
sedulous  in  insti^icting  them*  con¬ 
stant  in  his  admonitions,  mild  in  his 
reproofs,  awl  nierciful  in  kis  chas¬ 
tisements,  at  all  times  studious  to 
enforce  his  precepts  by  hisowiiex- 
araplv^*  imd  whilst  he  requires  froiq 
them  the  rcvf^rence  and  respect  dui^ 
to  pai’OlXid  airthority,  he  never  fails 
to  recolkct  the  injunction  of  the 
Almighty,  in  his  ap])ea]  by  the 
mouth  of  the  prophet  to  the  Israel- 
itesy  ^  if  f  then  be  afatlier.  where 
is  mine  h<ynoi\  saith  the  Lord  of 
Hosts.'*  As  a  master,  the  Christ¬ 
ian  is  kind,  iorbearing,  just,  and 
coiisulci’ate  ;  temperate  in  his  com- 
niaiuli*  but  couscieiuiou.sJr  steady  in 
enforcing  the  ol)servance  of  them  ; 
nor  severe  in  nnrking*  the  faults  <>f  ’ 
his  servants  nor  careless  in  duly 
reprehending  them. alv\ays  remem¬ 
bering  that  he  also  has  a  muster  in 
heaven.  ilc  fcc!:^  it  iiis  duty  to  In. 
struct  t.heuj.  to  watch  over  thcl: 


rx,  humble,  courteous,  pa- 
tWnt,  ai>d  furhearing,  deeply’  con- 
ieiotts  of  thi  uaturul  depravity  of 
tUe  huiivm  Leart,  and  of  its  prone- 
rtcss  to  evil,  he  examines  all  hs 
tltougbcs  and  suggestions  with  scru- 
jjntious  severity,  proves  the  motives 
of  hi,  actions,  aadecdcavers  to  sub- 
bis  appetites,  passions,  de¬ 
sires;  and  uffccticns  to  the  law*  of 
CiedI,  which  he  constantly  studies. 
ISotvrkhstanding  his  Vigilance  to 
^void  giving  ofience  to  God  or  man, 
he  still  feels  the  daily  necessity  of 
iatplcH'ing  the  pdixion  and  mercy  of 
creator,  through  the  meditation 
cf  his  Sen  Jesus  Christy  and  kum- 
Mes  hiinsclf  in  deep  rep)cutance 
WfoVe  bin.  He  is  at  the  same 
lime  chaiitable  in  jmlging  his 
lieigbbors,  ?ud  cautious  lest  he 
siiould  ia.:dvertai;tly  publish  their 
fcults  or  foilies.  but  he  knows  the 
dwty  of  a  Christian,  and  the  ohliga- 
itQiiof  the  law  of  charily,  too  well, 
\Pt  witiiboJd  adiaoniiion  and  re-» 
Ykcools  on  jnst  and  proper  occasons,^ 
he  imparts  them  in  tlie  spirit 
of  brotherly  love.  In  all  ids  con- 
Y'^rsarijin  with  mankind,  it  is  hts  cb- 
toedif)  by  t!ie  pui'ity  of  his  dis- 
CrauYse,,  and  the  pvoprk  ty  of  his  ex¬ 
ample  ;  he  is  nut  only  carenil  to  ab- 
it^un  from  evil,  but  to  avoirl  tlie  least 
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rondirctj  to  reprove  and  check  any 
immorality  in  it^  atid  avoid  placing, 
them  in  situations  of  temptation, 
and  to  set  them  an  example  of  so¬ 
briety,  temperance,  and  orderly  Ix^- 
haviour,  tinder  an  asvful  sense  of  ti*e 
respon bihiltty  attached  to  hiii  mnu* 
cncc  and  power  over  them.  As  a 
servant  the  Christian  is  faithful  and 
obedient  to  his  master  in  ail  things, 
not  with  eye  service  as  men  pieas- 
crs,  but  in  singleness  of  heart  fear¬ 
ing  God  ;  accommodating  to  his 
fellow  servants,  and  'ready  to  assist 
them  in  any  emergency  ;  unassiim-  | 
ing  and  contented  m  his  present 
condition,  having  his  thoughts  fix¬ 
ed  on  a  better  world.  As  a  member 
of  society,  he  primarily  considers 
the  duties  of  that  station  in  which  it 
hath  pleased  God  to  place  him,  and 
and  labors  to  discharge  them  faith¬ 
fully  :  he  also  considers  in  what 
manner  his  talents  can  •  be  best  em¬ 
ployed  for  the  good  of  the  public  or 
of  individuals,  and  he  cheerfully  ic- 
slgns  a  portion  ot  his  ease  and  errm- 
forts,  in  order  to  promote  •  these 
ends. 

Tun  Christian  exaniines  and 
weighs  tlie  customs  of  the  world  bv 
the  unerring  nilc  of  the  word  cf 
God.  He  IS  careful  to  avoid  any 
singularity  in  his  dress  and  behav¬ 
iour,  or  in  matters  of  lUi  indifferent 
nature.  But  he  is  still  more  care¬ 
ful  to  adtjpt  only  such  customs  as 
are  innocent.  Rv  the  same  rulei 
he  regulates  both*  the  qualky  and 
and  quantity  of  his  amusemerts, 
and  whilst  he  rejects  all  tlval  have 
the  reip.otest  tendency  to  inHame 
file  passionsror  corrupt  the  heart, 
he  extends  his  exclusion  to  others 

which  are  often  eri'oueously  deem- 

0 

ed  innocent,  because  he  sees  tlie 
fendency  of  them  to  be  to  weaken 
his  spiritual  affections,  alienate  the 
heart  from  God,  and  occasion  a  loss 
of  time  which  can  never  be  retriev¬ 
ed  ;  ever  remembering  the  warn¬ 


ing  parable^  that  whibt  the 
man  slept,  the  enemy  sowed  tarts 
anior^g  the  wheat.  Time  indc^ 
he  considers  as  the  most  iir  j^orlaist 
of  all  his  possessions ;  and  ho 
tliereforc  husbaiiils  k  with  jealous 
care. 


I:?  looking  orrr  the  Christiwi 
w  orlf!,  he  laments  the  various  divi¬ 
sions  and  schisms  which  prr'rjJl  ia 
it,  but  still  more  the  animositicssub- 
sisting  among  those  w'lio  pforcss  to 
follow  the  same  Loid  and  master; 
and  liis  daily  prayer  to  God  is,  that 
all  believers  in  Christ  mar  hoW  the 
unity  of  the  spirit  in  the  bond  of 
peace. 


“  It  is  rhy  mc:^t  and  drink  to  do 
the  will  of  mv  heavenly  Father,'’  is 
a  saying  always  present  tbllievieTr 
ofthe  true  Christian.  in  Chrkt 
h  the  object  of  his  love,  his  in  ail  r 
and  to  promote  Hfs  g^ory  the 
ceasing  effori  of  his  wlvoie  life, 
Grateiul  in  prosperity,  resigned  in. 
adversity,  praising  and  blessing  GeA 
for  wMt  he  bestows,  withholds, 
indicts  ;  he  walks  ti)!>o’  the  wcr!<-’ 
by  the  light  of  laith,  with  hrsejc'^ 
fixed  on  the  prospect  cf  eiciTial 
home,  where  sorrow  can  never  en¬ 
ter,  and  lixrra  which  joy  slioii  nenur 
depart.’  ‘  . 

CLrifUan  Oc^rryc^^ 


ANECDOTE 


C/' Dr.  Deu::ie  ar^  Ms  rnt. 


Ir  is  much  to  be  desired 
serves  one)  that  in  lessons  !o 


ren,  matters  of  ,f?ict,  and  examples  hands  lui'd  fingers,  your  legs  and 

taken  from  visible  objects,  should  feet,  and  other  limbs  ;  are  they  not 

be  made  use  of.  ^This  wise  niethod  regnlar  in  their  appearance  and  use- 

of  instruction  was,  perhaps,  never  lul  to  you  lie  said  they  were, 

snore  forcibly  and  more  usefully  “  Come  you  then  hither,**  said  Ij 

employed,  than  in  the  following  in-  “  by  chance  f*’  “No,’’  be  answer- 

stance  of  Dr.  Beattie’s  son.  ,  The  ed,  “  that  cannot  be,  something 

Doctor,  sijcaking  of  his  son,  thus  oh-  must  have  made  me.”  “  And  who 

serves  {  He  had  reached  hisfiftti  or  is  tliat  something  ?”  1  asked.  He 

sixth  year,  knew  the  alphabet;  and  said,  “  I  don’t  know.”  I  had  now 

could  read  a  little  :  but  had  receiv-  gained  ti  e  point  I  aimed  at,  and  saw 

ed  no  particular  information  with  .that  his  reason  taught  him  (though 

respect  to  the  author  of  his  being,  he  could  not  express  it)  that  w  hat 

ing.  In  a  corner  of  a  little  garden,  begins  to  be  must  have  a  cause  ; 

without  infor.'!  ing  any  person  of  the  and  that  what  is  lormed  with  regu- 

cirnumstance,  I  w  rote  in  the  mould  larity,  must  have  an  intelligent 

with  my  finger,  the  three  initials  of  cause.  I  th.erelore  told  him  the 

bis  name,  and  sowing  garden  cres-  name  of  the  great  Being,  who  n)^de 

ses  in  the  furrows,  covered  up  the  him  and  all  the  world,  cencerning 

seed,  and  smoothed  the  ground,  whose  adorable  nature,  I  gave  him 

Ten  days  after  he  came  running  to  such  information  as  I  thought  he 

me,  and  with  astonishment  in  iiis  could  in  some  measure  compre- 

countenance,  told  me  that  his  name  hend,  The  lesson  affected  him 

was  growing  in  the  garden  I  greatly,  and  he  never  forgot  either 

laughed  at  the  report  and  seemed  it,  or  the  circumstance  that  intro- 

inclined  to  disregard  it ;  but  he  in-  doced  it. 

sisted  on  my  going  to  see  what  had 

happened.  “  Yes,’’  said  1,  carelessly  Anecdotes  of  Children  and  Young 

on  coming  to  the  spot,  “  I  see  it  is 
so:”  “  But 'what  is  there  in  this  Periont. 

worth  notice ;  is  it  not  mere 
chance  ?”  and  I  went  away.  He  fol¬ 
lowed  me,  and  taking  hold  of  my  ■  '  ■■■ 

coat,  said  with  some  earnestness, 

“  It  could  not  be  mere  chance,  for 

that  somebody  must  have  contrived  Comm  uvjcAtJOVS  for  the  Peli^ 
matters  so  as  to  produce  it.” 

gioue  and  'Moral  Gazette^  free  of 

“  So  you  think,”  said  I,  “  that  t^ettage^  will  be  gratefuUy  recent 
which  appears  so  regular  as  the  let¬ 
ters  of  your  name,  cannot  be  by  ed. 
chance  ?”  “  Yes,”  said  he,  with 

firmness,  “  I  tliink  so.’*  “  Look  at  ' 

yourself,”  I  replied,  “  consider  your 
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